
Correspondence from the Public Audit Committee to the Scottish Government, 
dated 29 October 2014 
 
MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 
The Committee considered the September 2014 Major Capital Projects (MCP) 
update at its meeting on 8 October 2014. I attach a link to the Official Report of that 
meeting for your information:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9574&mode
=pdf 
  
Following its consideration, the Committee agreed to note the update and also to 
write to you for further information on the following projects. 
 
A9 project 
In your letter dated 30 April you confirm that the A9 dualling programme is currently 
at the strategic business case stage with these individual projects appearing in the 
MCP update once the outline business case has been approved. The Committee 
notes that the A9 Kincraig to Dalrady project now appears in the September MCP 
update. 
 
The Committee would therefore welcome confirmation of when you would anticipate 
the A9 Luncarty to Birnam project will appear in the MCP update.   (The Committee 
notes that both projects appeared in the previous format December 2013 MCP 
update.) 
 
HMP Highland 
The Committee would also welcome clarification on the progress made with the new 
prison for Highland, and in particular an explanation for time taken to prepare the 
project and the increase in costs since its announcement in 2009. 
 
New South Glasgow Hospitals and Laboratory Facility Project 
The Committee also noted the increase in costs for the new hospitals at the site of 
the Southern General Hospital from £260 million at the project’s inception to £360 
million and then increasing further to £841 million when the project initially shifted to 
an NPD procurement route.  
 
The Committee would welcome an explanation from you of the reasons for the 
variation in costs for this project.  
 
More generally we would welcome clarification of the extent to which you envisage 
that the 6 monthly MCP updates will enable Committee members and other 
interested stakeholders to identify the reasons for such variations.  
 
I would therefore be grateful if you could provide a response to this letter by Monday 
24 November 2014.  Should the deadline cause you any difficulties or you have any 
queries, please contact the Clerk to the Committee on 0131 348 5390 or by email at 
pa.committee@scottish.parliament.uk . 
 
Yours sincerely 
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Hugh Henry MSP, Convener 


